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POETRY: J Magazine of V 



Miss Edith Chapman Tracy, of Milwaukee, the translator of the 
Balmont poems, sends the following note about their author from 
Chapter VI of Russia and the Russians, by H. W. Williams: 

"The modernist movement expressed itself most distinctly as a 
poetical revival, and the leaders in this revival were Balmont and 
Briusov, the former half-consciously, the latter of deliberate purpose. 
Konstantin Balmont is a poet for the sheer love of the music of poetry. 

"During the revolutionary period Balmont wrote political verse. 
He has consequently been compelled since 1906 to live abroad, 
chiefly in Paris, and exile has had a paralyzing effect upon a talent 
of rare spontaneity. Balmont has translated into Russian the works 
of many foreign poets, including Calderon, Shelley, Ibsen and Poe. 
He knows foreign languages well, but is too subjective to be a good 
translator, and his version of the English poet is much more sug- 
gestive of Balmont than Shelley. The English poet whom Balmont 
most resembles in quality, though not in range of talent, is Swin- 
burne-" 

Balmont is the author of Free Russia, the new national hymn of 
the Russian republic. 
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